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Mission of the
Citrus County Chamber of Commerce

SUNDAY,
Dec. 24, 2017
Promotional information provided
by the Citrus County Chamber of Commerce.

The Citrus County Chamber of Commerce is an organization of
businesses unified in efforts to advance the economic growth of the
region, promote the interests of the business community, provide key
leadership on key commerce issues and preserve the county’s quality of life.

Chamber Connection
915 N. Suncoast Blvd., Crystal River, FL 34429 · 352-795-3149 · 106 W. Main St., Inverness, FL 34450 · 352-726-2801

Citrus County Chamber of Commerce

T

hroughout the year, the Citrus County Chamber of Commerce is focused on working to advance the economic growth of our
region, promoting the interests of the business community, providing key leadership on key commerce issues and preserving
the county’s quality of life.
But today at Christmastime, we reflect on the goodness of our community and the generous spirit of the many individuals that
make Citrus County a wonderful place to live. Whether your beliefs lie in the Christian story, another religion, or no religion at
all, it is undeniable that the world takes a pause on Christmas and it seems that everyone is a little gentler, a little kinder, and a
little more reflective. It is at times like Christmas that our humanity flows freely and generously. May we continue to be guided by
these feelings and influences throughout the year.
On this Christmas Eve and Christmas day, the Board of Directors and our entire staff of the Chamber wish you and your families
a very Merry Christmas filled with peace and goodwill.

Merry Christmas from the Citrus County Chamber of Commerce. Left to right: Gary Mock, Board member and front desk volunteer; Corrine Sachewicz, Senior Executive Assistant;
Judy Knowles, Front Desk and Administrative Support, Inverness Office; Ardath Prendergast, Manager of Operations and Communications; Janet Mayo, Member Relations
Manager; Jackie Hanna, Front Desk and Administrative Support, Crystal River Office; Kathleen Grady-Weil, Special Events Manager; and Josh Wooten, President/CEO.

Plan now to attend the Manatee Festival Jan. 13, 14
The Florida Manatee Festival returns
to downtown Crystal River on Saturday
and Sunday, Jan. 13 and 14. Produced by
the Citrus County Chamber of Commerce in partnership with the Crystal
River Rotary, the festival is presented
by Suncoast Credit Union.
The Florida Manatee Festival is consistently rated year after year by attendees as the best outdoor event in Citrus
County. The 2018 festival will certainly
continue that tradition with the return
of many favorite attractions, along with
some exciting new ones!
The Tiny House movement has been
taking the nation by storm over the last
few years, as many people seek to live
more simply, affordably and with a
smaller ecological footprint. The Florida Manatee Festival will have several
tiny houses — ones that people are actually living in — on display around and
behind Heritage Village on North Citrus
Avenue. Take a look and see if a tiny
house could be in your future!
Also new around Heritage Village is a
Vintage Faire with vintage goods, as
well as demonstrations of vintage chic
painting and stained-glass techniques.
Returning again are the FREE shuttles and entry to Three Sisters Springs
from the festival sponsored by the
Friends of Crystal River National Wildlife Refuge and U.S. Fish & Wildlife.
This is a great opportunity to view manatees from the boardwalk surrounding
the springs, as well as wander the new
wetlands area that has become home to
hundreds of migrating birds.
Or would you prefer to see manatees

songwriter from Orlando whose songs
reflect a positive message and are enjoyed by all ages. The afternoon features Captain KeyLime, mixing it up
with songs from Jimmy Buffett to the
Beatles with some favorite country
tunes woven into the mix.
Additionally, more than 200 fine art,
Heavy Petty, Gainesville’s No. 1 Tom Petty craft, commercial and nonprofit vendors will line the streets on both the
tribute band, is one of the headliners at
north and south sides of downtown. A
the Manatee Festival. With Tom Petty’s
WHAT: 31st Annual Florida
untimely and heartbreaking death on Oct. Kidz Zone will dominate the corner of
Manatee Festival
U.S. 19 and Citrus Avenue with fabulous
2, 2017, Heavy Petty’s tribute takes on
WHEN: Saturday, Jan. 13,
special significance. Heavy Petty takes the inflatables, costumed characters, face
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Sunday, Jan. 14,
painting and more.
Waterfront Main Stage on Saturday from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
And, of course, there will be food,
2-5 pm.
COST: $5 per person, age 12
along with beer and wine gardens near
and younger free
both music stages and throughout the
and birds from Kings Bay? For a nomiWHERE: Downtown Crystal River, at the
festival. With something to please everynal fee, you may take a half-hour boat
intersection of Citrus Avenue and U.S.
one, there will be no need to go hungry!
ride around the bay that leaves from
More information is coming out daily.
Waterfront Park at the south end of
19, stretching up through the shops and
For all the latest, visit on the Web at
downtown.
restaurants of Heritage Village and
www.GoManateeFest.com and
Musical entertainment will be ongosurrounding areas, down to the
ing both days from two stages. The Main www.facebook.com/
waterside area along Kings Bay.
Stage at Waterfront Park will feature the FloridaManateeFestival.
CHAMBER PHONE: 352-795-3149
JoJo Jones Band on Saturday, followed
by headliner Heavy Petty, Gainesville’s
No. 1 Tom Petty tribute band. Sunday’s
entertainment will feature Barefoot Bob
and The Hope from St. Petersburg.
The Gazebo Acoustic Stage at Little
Presenting:
Springs Park is the location for mellow
Suncoast Credit Union
listening pleasure. On Saturday, Madi
Carr, a young Crystal River native now
living in Jacksonville, will return to her
roots with folk-rock originals and cover
tunes. Later Saturday, Jeff Jarrett takes
Gold: Plantation on Crystal River
Platinum Legacy Member
the stage with a mix of today’s hits and
Silver: Royal Dalton House Assisted Living &
Sponsor:
yesterday’s favorites. On Sunday, welMemory Care
Insight Credit Union
come O-Sky, a 15-year-old singer/

Sponsored by:

Citrus County is headed
to Tallahassee!
For information or to register: CitrusCountyChamber.com or call 352-795-3149.
Sponsors: Crystal Automotive & Motorcycle Group (Presenting), D.A.B. Constructors
Inc., Duke Energy, and Insurance Resources & Risk Management.

Chamber events calendar
Jan. 13 & 14 — Florida Manatee Festival, Crystal River
Jan. 18 – Mixer at Black Diamond Ranch
Jan. 19 – Chamber Luncheon & Board Installation, Citrus Hills
Jan. 24 & 25 — Legislative Days in Tallahassee
Feb. 9 – Chamber Luncheon, Citrus Hills; Guest Speaker: Commissioner Ron Kitchen
March 3 & 4 — Floral City Strawberry Festival
April 14 — Mermaids & Margaritas, Fort Island Gulf Beach

For more information on events, call 352-795-3149 or visit www.CitrusCountyChamber.com.

Chamber
Legacy
Partners

The Chamber recognizes our Legacy Partners that have made a
special investment in the Chamber to support the programs and
mission of the Chamber.For information on becoming a Legacy
Partner, please contact the Chamber at 352-795-3149.

(352)634-1705 • htv.citrus@gmail.com
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