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Mission of the Citrus County Chamber of Commerce

SUNDAY,
November 25, 2018
Promotional information provided
by the Citrus County Chamber of Commerce.

The Citrus County Chamber of Commerce is an organization of
businesses unified in efforts to advance the economic growth of the
region, promote the interests of the business community, provide key
leadership on key commerce issues and preserve the county’s quality of life.

Chamber Connection
915 N. Suncoast Blvd., Crystal River, FL 34429 · 352-795-3149 · 106 W. Main St., Inverness, FL 34450 · 352-726-2801

Welcome Christmastime!

T

he season is officially here! Join the Chamber and the cities of Crystal River and Inverness
over the next two weekends to usher in Christmas with tree lighting festivities on the Friday
evenings and the Chamber’s “Sweets and Treats” parades on the Saturdays!

Weekend 1:

Weekend 2:

Grinchmas in Crystal River!

Light Up Inverness! Old Fashioned Christmas

Friday, Nov. 30, 3 to 9 p.m., downtown Crystal River

Welcome to Whoville as Dr. Seuss’s beloved storybook village comes alive in
downtown Crystal River from Little Springs Park to Heritage Village. Visit with
Whoville characters (including the Grinch himself) and Santa and Mrs. Claus; witness a “Whobilation” celebration; watch “The Grinch Who Stole Christmas” on the
big movie screen, and ooh and ahh as Mayor Farley lights the giant Christmas tree!
Kids’ Zones and shopping specials galore, along with a 100 percent chance of
snow! For information, call 352-795-4216. Produced by the City of Crystal River.

Crystal River Christmas Parade,
with Grand Marshal(s) Save Crystal River

Friday, Dec 7, 5 – 8 pm, downtown Inverness

Historic downtown Inverness is transformed into an old-fashioned Christmas
scene with a 22-foot Christmas tree on the Valerie Plaza and glowing lights around
the Old Courthouse Museum. The food trucks, merchants and choir begin at 5 p.m.
The city lights the tree at 6 p.m. and the weather report calls for snow this evening.
An old-fashioned locomotive will provide free rides all night through the square.
For information, call 352-341-7820. Produced by the City of Inverness.

Inverness Christmas Parade,
with Grand Marshal Larry Gamble
Saturday, Dec. 8, parade starts at noon

Saturday, Dec. 1, parade starts at 6 p.m.

The Chamber’s high-noon parade travels down State Road 44 from Citrus High
Be entranced by an evening of sparkling lights and music as the floats glide
School to downtown Inverness. Come early and enjoy watching runners participate in the Jingle Bell 5K and 1-Mile Walk along the parade route beginning at
down U.S. 19. Come early and do some Christmas shopping with area merchants
11:30. Stay after the parade for a late lunch and finish up some Christmas shopand then enjoy a pre-parade dinner at a lovely restaurant.
ping at the many fine Inverness area merchants.
Congratulations to parade Grand Marshals, Save Crystal River! This dedicated
This year’s Grand Marshal is Larry Gamble. Formerly the manager of the Invergroup of local volunteers are well deserving to be recognized as our parade Grand
ness Wal-Mart, Larry was honored as the Chronicle’s Citizen of the Year in 2014 for
Marshals. Through their King’s Bay Restoration efforts, the past three years have
the many humanitarian and philanthropic deeds he has done for Citrus County
seen many of the dead zones in the canals around King’s Bay cleaned of noxious
over the years. Now in his retirement, Larry’s service to our community has only
lyngbya and replanted with Rock Star eel grass that re-oxygenates the water to
help keep it clean and provides food and habitat for fish and manatees. Their goal continued to grow as an ordained minister for the New Church Without Walls;
is to restore 92.4 acres of the bay by 2023, the 100th anniversary of the City of Crys- Board member for the YMCA; Mission in Citrus, Rotary Club of Inverness, and
tal River.
many more.
Parade route: South on U.S. 19 from Citrus Avenue in downtown Crystal River to
Parade Route: East on State Road 44 (Gulf-to-Lake Highway) from Hendrix AveParadise Point (one block north of Fort Island Trail. Note that only the southbound nue (Pizza Hut) to Highland Boulevard. Viewing is from both sides of the roadway.
side of U.S. 19 is closed for the parade, so be certain to set up on the west side of
the roadway.

Crystal River Christmas Parade After-Party

PARADE SPONSORS:

Saturday, Dec. 1, after the parade until 11 p.m.,
George Washington Carver Center, 555 NE Third Ave.

Not ready to go home yet after the parade? Then join us at the George Washington Carver Center for more fun!
The Citrus County Chamber of Commerce’s Young Professionals are teaming up
with Digital Hound Media to present the inaugural Crystal River Christmas Parade After Party! This event will benefit the Citrus County Education Foundation
with live music with “Humans in Disguise,” food and one free drink included in
your ticket price! Avoid the TRAFFIC and JAM with the Chamber and help raise
scholarship money for local kids! $15/person advance purchase through
EventBrite or from the Crystal River and Inverness Chamber office; or $20 at the
door. For information, call 352-476-5475.

The Chamber thanks parade sponsors Land
Title of Citrus County and Citrus Sports &
Apparel, whose
support helps to
make the Crystal
River and Inverness
Christmas parades possible for
our communities.

Christmas Parades Award Mixer and Holiday Extravaganza will be Dec. 13

Event to be at Eden Law Group and Fidelity Title Services; donate to Community Food Bank
Chamber members Eden Law
Group and Fidelity Title Services
are the hosts again this year for the
Christmas Parades Award Mixer.
Join in this holiday extravaganza
held in the parking lot at 217
Apopka Ave. in downtown Inverness on Dec. 13 from 5 to 7 p.m.,
and celebrate with the winners
from the Crystal River and

Inverness Christmas Parades as
they receive their award plaques.
If you came to this mixer last
year, you will remember that it is
no ordinary mixer! The fabulous
food from Hills BBQ of Gainesville
and desserts from the amazing
Manatee Maven, Inc., along with
beer and wine, are just a warm up
to the great music of The Dan Story

Band. Bring your lawn chairs to sit
and listen, but we guarantee you
will soon be working off all of that
food dancing to Dan Story’s
high-energy sounds.
A donation box will be set up to
accept your canned food item to
give to the Community Food Bank
to help bring happy holidays to everyone in our community.

Good things happen
when you shop local
(Reprinted from Independent We
Stand, www.independentwestand.org)
Here’s what happens when you “shop
local.”
1. More of your money will be kept in
your local economy
For every $100 you spend at locally
owned businesses, $68 will stay in the
community. What happens when you
spend that same $100 at a national
chain? Only $43 stays in the
community.*
2. You embrace what makes your community unique
You wouldn’t want your house to look
like everyone else’s in the U.S. So why
would you want your community to look
that way?
3. You create local jobs.
Local businesses are better at creating higher-paying jobs for your neighbors. When you shop locally, you help
create jobs for teachers, firemen, police
officers, and many other essential
professions.
4. You help the environment.
Buying from a locally owned business
conserves energy and resources in the
form of less fuel for transportation and
less packaging.
5. You nurture community.
Local business owners know you, and
you know them. Studies have shown
that local businesses donate to community causes at more than twice the rate
of chains.

6. You conserve your tax dollars.
Shopping in a local business district
means less infrastructure, less maintenance, and more money available to
beautify your community. Also, spending locally instead of online ensures
that your sales taxes are reinvested
where they belong — in your
community!
7. You create more choice.
Locally owned businesses pick the
items and products they sell based on
what they know you like and want.
Local businesses carry a wider array of
unique products because they buy for
their own individual markets.
8. You took advantage of their
expertise.
You are their friends and neighbors,
and locally owned businesses have a
vested interest in knowing how to serve
you. They’re passionate about what they
do. Why not take advantage of it?
9. You invested in entrepreneurship.
Creativity and entrepreneurship are
what the American economy is founded
upon. Nurturing local business en¬sures a strong community.
10. You made your community a
destination.
The more interesting and unique you
community, the more we will attract
new neighbors, visitors and guests. This
benefits everyone!
*Source: Civic Economics —
Andersonville Study of Retail Economics.

Chamber events

Dec. 1 — Crystal River Christmas Parade
Dec. 8 — Inverness Christmas Parade
Dec. 13 — Christmas Mixer @ Eden Law
and Fidelity Title Services

Dec. 14 — BWA Chamber Luncheon, Citrus Hills
Jan. 19 & 20, 2019 — Florida Manatee Festival
March 2 & 3, 2019 — Floral City Strawberry
Festival

For more information, call 352-795-3149; visit www.CitrusCountyChamber.com

Photo from Google

Suncoast Credit Union is new Legacy member
The Chamber thanks Suncoast Credit
Union’s Crystal River location for becoming the Chamber’s newest Legacy
member.
The Chamber Legacy program is designed to give those upper-level members

who are consistent in supporting the work
of the Chamber with additional business
benefits in an annual package that provide them with superior exposure in the
community that lasts throughout the year.
For information on becoming a
Chamber Legacy member, call Janet at
352-795-3149.

The Chamber recognizes our Legacy Partners that have made
a special investment in the Chamber to support the programs
and mission of the Chamber. For information on becoming a
Legacy Partner, please contact the
Chamber at 352-795-3149.

(352)634-1705 • htv.citrus@gmail.com

VALUES

Watch the weekly Chamber Report show on WYKE-TV to stay abreast
of Chamber events, issues and member
spotlights with host Josh Wooten.
Chamber Report is broadcast on
Tuesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays at 5
p.m. on Spectrum Channel 16 and Channel 47 (digital antenna).
This week’s program features Beverly
Berry, co-owner of Eagle Vistas along
with her husband, Randy. Eagle Vistas
recently moved from Arcadia to Citrus
County to work alongside Right Rudder
Aviation, the new fixed base operator at
the Inverness Airport. Eagle Vistas,
under the tutelage of Randy and

Beverly, offers the very
best in Basic Ag Pilot
Training (i.e., crop dusting) with a focus on
Beverly
teaching students how
to achieve the skills and
Berry
knowledge to be a successful agricultural pilot with an emphasis on flight safety. Beverly talks with
Josh about the many services that they
are providing to Citrus County and the
students that come from throughout the
U.S. and even internationally to train
with them.
Chamber Report is your ticket to the
many happenings in Citrus County!

