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Mission of the Citrus County Chamber of Commerce

SUNDAY,
November 11, 2018
Promotional information provided
by the Citrus County Chamber of Commerce.

The Citrus County Chamber of Commerce is an organization of
businesses unified in efforts to advance the economic growth of the
region, promote the interests of the business community, provide key
leadership on key commerce issues and preserve the county’s quality of life.

Chamber Connection
915 N. Suncoast Blvd., Crystal River, FL 34429 · 352-795-3149 · 106 W. Main St., Inverness, FL 34450 · 352-726-2801

Sign up for Christmas Parades by Nov. 19
Crystal River event is Dec. 1; Inverness event is Dec. 8

O

nly one more week to sign up to participate in the Christmas Parades!
This year’s parade theme is Christmas Sweets & Treats. Submit your application to participate in the
Crystal River Christmas Parade on Dec. 1, or the Inverness Christmas Parade on Dec. 8 — or BOTH of
them! Applications are on the Chamber website at www.CitrusCountyChamber.com. Application deadline is
Nov. 19. For information, call Lisa at 352-795-3149.

Small Business Saturday is Nov. 24
Shop LOCAL for the holidays
As we begin our march into the holiday shopping season, the Chamber encourages everyone to consider shopping
local for all of your gifts and holiday
needs.
When you shop local, you reinvest in
your community and continue to
strengthen the economic base of our
county through the creation and preservation of jobs.
A larger portion of locally-generated
tax revenues get returned to our communities and local businesses are more
apt to reinvest their profits in our communities through business expansion
and support of many local nonprofits.
In 2010, American Express launched
Small Business Saturday on the day
after Black Friday as a special day to
show support for small businesses and
our communities.
The following year, the U.S. Senate
unanimously passed a resolution of

Watch the weekly Chamber Report
show on WYKE-TV to stay abreast of
Chamber events, issues and member
spotlights with host Josh Wooten.
Chamber Report is broadcast on
Tuesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays at
5 p.m. on Spectrum Channel 16 and
Channel 47 (digital antenna).
This week’s program has a special
feature — a simple shelf-to-table
cooking demonstration! John Autry,
Executive Director of the Community
Food Bank, talks with Josh about the
vital services that the organization
provides to pantries, soup kitchens
and shelters within Citrus County in
an effort to end hunger and nourish
hope for those in need.
At the same time, John’s wife, Sharon, cooks up an easy and nutritious
Pumpkin & Black Bean soup from
common ingredients that the pantry
often receives. (See the recipe below.)
Additionally, Mike Engiles and
Lynn Smith with the Friends of the
Crystal River National Wildlife Refuge talk about their new Nature
Store that had its grand opening
yesterday.
Their former store, located in the
old Refuge headquarters on Kings

Havana House receives
New Image Award

support for
Small
Business
Saturday.
From there,
it has grown
to all 50 states and thousands of neighborhood champions began to rally their
communities in support.
By 2017, American Express estimated
that $85 billion had been spent at small
independent businesses in the eight
days of Small Business Saturday since it
was started and that more than 95 million people shopped small businesses
nationwide.
So as you begin checking off your holiday shopping lists, shop small and shop
local by patronizing Citrus County businesses first.
Let your holiday dollars have extra
impact by reinvesting them in our
community.

Mike Engiles and Lynn Smith

Chamber member Havana House Café received the Ambassador’s New Image Award
in August. Sisters Tamarah Lezema and Nicole purchased the Havana House Café in
2017. They had worked in every aspect of the restaurant industry for 20 years before
taking the plunge to become restaurant owners. They have since given the
restaurant a new look, along with a new authentic menu that features traditional
dishes from around the Caribbean and Latin America. Try them out for a taste of the
tropics and for their daily specials, or enjoy a daily happy hour from 3-7 p.m. on their
open terrace, with drink specials and savory appetizers. Want a great lunch but can’t
get over to the restaurant? They offer FREE delivery from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday
through Friday. Havana House Café & Grill, 1209 S. Lecanto Highway, Lecanto, 352746-1020; open 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Saturday (closed Sunday); www.
HavanaHouseCafe.com.

R ecent R ibbon C uttings
John and Sarah Autry

Bay Drive, was flooded out by Hurricane Hermine in 2016 and the building was subsequently condemned.
The re-opened store fronts the Refuge’s new Visitor Center located at
865 N. Suncoast Blvd., Crystal River
— right next to the Chamber of Commerce Welcome Center!
Chamber Report is your ticket to
the many happenings in Citrus County!

Welcome Chamber Members!
The Chamber is growing every week. We welcome our new members and
thank them for joining the Chamber. We encourage the community to patronize
their businesses.

Affordable Painting Services
352-428-7532

Veggie Pumpkin and Black Bean Soup
A Shelf-Stable Supper
1 cup jarred peppers and
onions (packed in oil/water)*
1 can pumpkin puree
2 cans black beans (drained
and rinsed)
1 can diced tomatoes
2-3 cups veggie broth or water

3/4 tsp garlic powder
1 1/2 tsp cumin
1/2 tsp thyme
dash of cayenne (optional)
salt & pepper to taste

Combine peppers, pumpkin, black beans, tomatoes
and spices, adding broth and water to desired soup
consistency. Bring to a boil and simmer for 10
minutes. Enjoy! *We used Mancini brand peppers.

The Chamber recognizes our Legacy Partners that have made a
special investment in the Chamber to support the programs and
mission of the Chamber. For information on
becoming a Legacy Partner, please contact the
Chamber at 352-795-3149.
(352)634-1705 • htv.citrus@gmail.com

VALUES

The Chamber is happy to welcome Affordable Painting Services. They are located at
585 E. Gulf-to-Lake Highway in the Village West Plaza in Lecanto. Some of their
services include painting residential and commercial properties, interior and exterior
areas, driveways and decks. They also pressure wash, do home repairs and garage
floor coatings. They offer a 10 percent discount to seniors, all military and first
responders. Ambassadors present are Carole Morrissey, Wollinka Wikle Title; Dennis
Pfeiffer, Orkin Pest Control; Associate Member Barbara Donohoe; and Mary Pericht,
Cadence Bank. 352-428-7532

Chamber events
Nov. 15 — Chamber Mixer @ Crystal River Eagles
Dec. 1 — Crystal River Christmas Parade
Dec. 8 — Inverness Christmas Parade
Dec. 13 — Christmas Mixer @ Eden Law & Fidelity Title Services
Dec. 14 — BWA Chamber Luncheon, Citrus Hills
For more information, call 352-795-3149; visit www.CitrusCountyChamber.com

