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The Citrus County Chamber of Commerce is an organization of
businesses unified in efforts to advance the economic growth of the
region, promote the interests of the business community, provide key
leadership on key commerce issues and preserve the county’s quality of life.
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Dragon boats come to Lake Hernando
Everyone invited to come out this weekend!

T

he fifth annual Lake Hernando
Dragon Boat Festival returns to
the shores this Saturday, Nov. 11,
with a full day of fun for the whole family. From 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., this free event
will provide hours of entertainment
watching the races on the lake by 11and 21-person dragon boat teams that
are coming from all over the southeastern U.S. to stay in Citrus County for the
weekend to compete for medals.
In addition, a number of local schools,
clubs, nonprofit organizations, businesses, neighborhoods, hospitals and
civic clubs will compete against one another for bragging rights.
Dragon boat racing has its origin in
Southern China over 2,300 years ago
and is one of the earliest known forms
of boat racing. A dragon boat is long and
narrow, usually with a colorfully decorative Chinese dragon head, a tail and
scales printed on the hull. Unlike rowing, dragon boat paddlers face forward
in the boat and paddle furiously to the
beat of a drum. The first U.S. festival
took place in 1979 in Boston. Today,
more than 100 U.S. cities hold dragon
boat races, and it is one of the fastest
growing international team water
sports.
Event organizer and Chamber member Andy Smith with Events in Motion
said, “We are breaking another record
this year. Last year we had 55 teams.
This year we are at 65!”
“But we have a lot more than just
dragon boats,” Smith said. “This year,

we have a great new entertainment area
and spectator area. There will be an
Arts & Crafts Village with more than 60
vendors, a food court, kids’ inflatable
slides and bounce houses, and live
shows.”
In addition, the dragon boat teams
will set up their own village of decorated team tents, which will be judged
for prizes. Stay through the conclusion
of the races and enjoy the medals ceremony at the Hernando Elks Club, followed by a live band.
Can’t wait for Saturday to get started
on the fun? Then come a day early for
the Friday night kick-off party from
5-9 p.m. at the Elks Club with live music
by the band 4 Play, dancing, food and
drinks. Admission is free. The Elks will
be serving an Italian dinner for $10 ($7
for kids) and offer a cash bar. It’s a great
way to catch the excitement for the next
day’s races.
So come to Lake Hernando and cheer
on your favorite teams!
“This is a great opportunity for the
whole family to come down and spend
the day,” Smith said. Profits raised at
the festival support the Citrus County
Education Foundation.

n WHAT: Lake Hernando Dragon Boat Festival
n WHERE: Lake Hernando Park, 3699 E. Orange
Drive, Hernando (corner County Road 486/U.S. 41)
n WHEN: Saturday, Nov. 11, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
Kick-off party on Friday, Nov. 10, 5-9 p.m. at Elks

Teams get ready for their races at last year’s event. Team boats consist of either 10
or 20 paddlers, along with a drummer who acts as the “heatbeat” of the dragon
boat, and a steersman that keeps the boat moving along the proper course.

The dragon boat races begin on Saturday morning with a traditional opening
ceremony featuring Tsubasa from Gainesville.

Lodge, 3575 E. Lake Place, Hernando (behind
Ace Hardware)
n ADMISSION: FREE (suggested parking
donation, $3)
n INFORMATION: Call 352-201-6500 or visit the

website at LakeHernandoDragonBoatFestival.com
n SPONSORS: Century Link, Suncoast Credit Union,
AT&T
n EVENT PARTNER: Citrus County Chamber
of Commerce

Welcome New Chamber Members: The Chamber continues to grow
weekly! We welcome our new members and thank all of them for joining the
Chamber. We encourage the community to patronize their businesses.

R ecent R ibbon C uttings
Chocolates by Vanessa

Citrus Lending Inc.
352-527-3378

352-746-4290

The Chamber would like to welcome Citrus Lending Inc., 1100 N. Lyle Ave., Crystal
River. Megan Ennis, along with her team of associates, have observed many new
“mortgage broker” and “correspondent lending” companies opening up all over the
The Chamber is happy to welcome Vanessa Edwards and Margaret (Mom) Daugherty place. Consider Citrus Lending when making your decision for a reputable company.
They have over 17 years of mortgage broker lending experience. When 75 percent of
of Chocolates by Vanessa. They are located in the food court of the Crystal River
mortgage brokers and correspondent lenders closed and left the industry, Citrus
Mall, 1801 U.S. 19 NW, Crystal River. They offer hundreds of assorted chocolates
Lending persevered. With the guidance and leadership of the best mortgage lenders
including chocolate-covered bottles, candy bars, strawberries, potato chips and
caramel apples. There are pecan turtles, chocolate-covered Oreos, Smores, Twinkies, in the industry to partner with them, they have a great portfolio of products to
choose from. USDA, FHA, VA, Conventional, JUMBO, New Construction,
white chocolate popcorn, special occasion Lolli Pops — it goes as far as your
Manufactured Housing — too many to list. Call for a free credit analysis and see
imagination can dream. Several Ambassadors were on hand to welcome them.
what Citrus Lending can do for you! 352-746-4290
352-527-3378

Christmas is coming ...join in the parades!
Crystal River — Dec. 2 l Inverness — Dec. 9
Faster than “laying his finger aside of
his nose, then giving a nod,” Santa and
the Chamber’s annual Christmas
Parades will be here “in the wink of his
eye and a twist of his head!”
So, it’s time NOW to make your plans to
participate in the Crystal River and Inverness Christmas Parades! The Crystal
River parade begins at 6 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 2. The Inverness parade is a noon
event on Dec. 9.
The theme for this year’s parades is
“Christmas Classics.” What Christmas

Chamber
Legacy
Partners

The Chamber recognizes our Legacy Partners that have made a
special investment in the Chamber to support the programs and
mission of the Chamber.For information on becoming a Legacy
Partner, please contact the Chamber at 352-795-3149.

(352)634-1705 • htv.citrus@gmail.com

VALUES

Classics, you might ask? Well, it’s up to
you! Any Christmas special, animation or
movie will count. Are you particularly
fond of “It’s a Wonderful Life” when Zuzu
Bailey says, “Look, Daddy! Teacher says,
everytime a bell rings, an angel gets his
wings.”? Or, in “Miracle on 34th Street,”
when the mother says, “Would you please
tell her that you’re not really Santa Claus,
that actually is no such person?” and
Santa replies, “Well, I hate to disagree
with you, but not only is there such a person, but here I am to prove it.”

Or, perhaps it is from “A Christmas
Story,” when Santa warns Ralphie that if
he gets his wish-list BB gun, “You’ll shoot
your eye out, kid.” Whatever your favorite
Christmas Classic is, interpret it in your
float and share it with the parade
audiences!
Parade applications are available online on the Chamber website at
www.CitrusCountyChamber.com or call
352-795-3149. The deadline to enter is
Nov. 20.
Remember, as the conductor said in
“The Polar Express,” “Seeing is believing,
but sometimes the most real things in the
world are the things we can’t see.”

Chamber events calendar
Nov. 11 — Lake Hernando Dragon Boat Festival
Nov. 16 — Mixer – Hospice of Citrus County
Dec. 2 — Crystal River Christmas Parade
Dec. 9 — Inverness Christmas Parade
Dec. 14 — Christmas Mixer; Fidelity Title/Eden Law Group
Jan. 13 & 14, 2018 — Florida Manatee Festival
Jan. 24 & 25, 2018 — Legislative Days in Tallahassee
For more information on all Chamber events, call 352-795-3149
or go to www.CitrusCountyChamber.com.

