D3

Mission of the
Citrus County Chamber of Commerce

SUNDAY,
October 29, 2017

The Citrus County Chamber of Commerce is an organization of businesses unified in efforts to advance the economic growth of the region,
promotethe interests of the business community,provide key leadership
on keycommerce issues and preserve the county’s quality of life.

Promotional information provided
by the Citrus Chamber of Commerce.
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ABOVE, FROM LEFT: Bay Area Air Conditioning has had a presence in Citrus County for more than 40 years. Shown is a photo circa 1982. Tania and Michael Houle are the
owners of the popular Tania’s House in Crystal River that opened this past July (Sharon Anderson/For the Chronicle). The new YMCA is a shining example of support by
many businesses and individuals in Citrus County that made the construction and operation of this vital non-profit institution possible (Courtesy YMCA).

A tribute to ALL Businesses in Citrus County
A

s October Business Appreciation Month events
wrap up, the Chamber
would like to take this opportunity to once again thank all of
the businesses in Citrus County
that make our community a vibrant place to work, to live,and
to play. Whether yours is a
one-person, home-based operation, a small mom-and-pop
business that has only a few
employees or a company that is
a major employer of our citizens, each of you has a critical
impact on our economy. As we
reported last week in the story
about the Majestic Wedding
Chapel and the power of one
small business, each dollar that
you bring into our community
has the power to recirculate locally many times over, resulting

— and are another reason to
love and appreciate our
businesses.
Businesses also support
philanthropy in our community.
In Citrus County alone, business contributions to nonprofit
in a 166 percent return to our
organizations top many milarea. YOU make this happen,
lions of dollars annually! What
and without YOU, our quality of does this make possible? Think
life would be reduced.
of the YMCA, the Community
Businesses also make it posFood Bank, the Boys & Girls
sible for our citizens to enjoy
Club, United Way, Key Training
reduced taxes. Businesses cost Center, the Humane Society,
much less in governmental ser- Jessie’s Place, Citrus County
vices than citizens. For each $1 Blessings, Covenant Children’s
of the average residential prop- Home, Habitat for Humanity,
erty tax collected, the county
The Path of Citrus, Daystar Life
provides approximately $1.25 in Center, Nature Coast Ministries
services. Compare this with
and so many more. Where
businesses that receive only
would they be, and how could
about $0.78 in services. Busithey provide their important
nesses subsidize our lifestyle
services, without the support of

our local businesses?
Business ties to our community run deep. Generations of
Citrus County citizens have
grown up working in some of
our long-standing family businesses. These businesses have
made an investment in Citrus
County that continue to span
generations. Think the Citrus
County Chronicle, Brannen
Bank, Connors Gifts, B&W Rexall, Oyster’s Restaurant, Bay
Area Air Conditioning, Strickland Funeral Home, Nick Nicholas Ford, The Villages of
Citrus Hills, Plantation on Crystal River, Gaudette Electric,
J.W. Morton Century 21, Citrus
Memorial Hospital and Joe’s
Deli. These and many more
have created the fabric of Citrus County life.

Likewise, the new businesses
that start in or move to Citrus
County bring new vitality, ideas
and opportunities to our community. Every day, we hear of
new businesses opening their
doors or expanding their locations and offerings, such as Tania’s Kitchen, Copp Winery &
Brewery, HNR Gunworks,
Grand Living at Citrus Hills,
Cattle Dog Coffee Roasters and
many more. We encourage our
residents to patronize your
businesses and help you to be
successful so that you may continue to contribute to our community and our economy.
Business Appreciation Month
may end in a few days, but our
appreciation for all that you do
and bring to our community is
never ending. Thank you!

Business Appreciation Month Sponsors
The Chamber thanks the many sponsors who
made Business Appreciation Month possible!
Presenting Sponsor: Crystal Automotive &
Motorcycle Group
BAM BBQ:
Title Sponsor: Crystal Automotive &
Motorcycle Group

Silver Sponsors: Land Title of Citrus County,
Diane Damron, Citrus 95.3/The FOX 96.7
Bronze Sponsors: Suncoast Plumbing,
Lollygaggers, RE/MAX Realty One, Scott Carnahan, Mike Scott Plumbing, Nature Coast Financial Advisors
Copper Sponsors: Drummond Community
Bank, Plantation on Crystal River, Michael D.
Bays State Farm Insurance, Anonymous,
Citrus Sports & Apparel, Hunter Springs

Grand Living at Citrus Hills
receives New Image Award
Grand Living at Citrus Hills was the
New Image Award recipient at the
Chamber’s recent Salute to Business luncheon at Black Diamond earlier this
month.
Grand Living is the newest entry into
Citrus County’s assisted living roster,
having opened in June 2017 adjacent to
the entrance to Terra Vista in Citrus
Hills. This new construction is the sixth
Grand Living community built nationwide by the company that is based in
Minnesota and represents an investment
in Citrus County of over $40 million. With

167 luxury apartments ranging in price
from $3,425 for a studio to $5,475 for a
two-bedroom/den residence, Grand Living is like a high-end resort, with a variety of onsite restaurants from formal to
casual, a performance theater, fully
equipped wellness center and spa with a
personal trainer, outdoor pool, an outdoor kitchen that caters to residents for
social events, a library and grand lounge,
pet grooming center and even piano and
instrumental practice rooms. Grand Living truly provides for every need and
comfort of its residents.

Kayaks, ServPro
Hospitality Sponsor: The Loft Bar & Grill
Venue Sponsor: M&B Dairy
Salute to Business Luncheon:
Advanced Disposal Services, CoreCivic, Crystal Automotive & Motorcycle Group, Drummond Community Bank, Duke Energy,
Michael D. Bays State Farm Agency, Plantation on Crystal River, Port Paradise / Dr.
Paresh Desai, SECO
Energy, Suncoast Credit Union, Suncoast

Dermatology & Skin Surgery Center, Suncoast
Plumbing, Wardlow & Cash
Legacy Member supporting sponsors:
Insight Credit Union
Citrus County Chronicle
Citrus Memorial Hospital,
Seven Rivers Regional Medical Center,
Advanced Disposal Services,
CareerSource CLM
C.C.S.O. F.O.C.U.S program
HomeTown Values

Join in the parades!
Crystal River — Dec. 2 l Inverness — Dec. 9
Faster than “laying his finger aside of
his nose, then giving a nod,” Santa and
the Chamber’s annual Christmas
Parades will be here “in the wink of his
eye and a twist of his head!”
So, it’s time NOW to make your plans
to participate in the Crystal River and
Inverness Christmas Parades! The Crystal River parade begins at 6 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 2. The Inverness parade is a
noon event on Dec. 9.
The theme for this year’s parades is
“Christmas Classics.” What Christmas
Classics, you might ask? Well, it’s up to
you! Any Christmas special, animation or
movie will count. Are you particularly
fond of “It’s a Wonderful Life” when
Zuzu Bailey says, “Look, Daddy! Teacher
says, everytime a bell rings, an angel gets
his wings.”? Or, in “Miracle on 34th
Street,” when the mother says, “Would
you please tell her that you’re not really
Santa Claus, that actually is no such person?”, and Santa replies, “Well, I hate to
disagree with you, but not only is there

such a person, but here I am to prove it.”
Or, perhaps it is from “A Christmas
Story,” when Santa warns Ralphie that if
he gets his wish-list BB gun, “You’ll shoot
your eye out, kid.” Whatever your favorite Christmas Classic is, interpret it in
your float and share it with the parade
audiences!
Parade applications are available online on the Chamber website at www.CitrusCountyChamber.com or call
352-795-3149. The deadline to enter is
Nov. 20.
Remember, as the conductor said in
“The Polar Express,” “Seeing is believing, but sometimes the most real things
in the world are the things we can’t see.”

Don’t forget!
From left are: Josh Wooten, Chamber President/CEO; Jennifer Duca, Chamber
Ambassadors New Image Committee Chair; Terri Osteen, Senior Executive Director,
Grand Living at Citrus Hills; and Rob Wardlow, Chamber Board Treasurer.

Chamber
Legacy
Partners

The Chamber recognizes our Legacy Partners that have made a
special investment in the Chamber to support the programs and
mission of the Chamber.For information on becoming a Legacy
Partner, please contact the Chamber at 352-795-3149.

(352)634-1705 • htv.citrus@gmail.com

VALUES

The Lake Hernando
Dragon Boat
Festival is this
weekend!

www.LakeHernandoDragonBoatFestival.com

Chamber events calendar
Nov. 3 – Chamber Luncheon at Seven Rivers Presbyterian Church; Poverty Simulation
Project by United Way; Sponsor is HPH Hospice
Nov. 11 — Lake Hernando Dragon Boat Festival
Nov. 16 — Mixer – Hospice of Citrus County
Dec. 2 — Crystal River Christmas Parade
Dec. 9 — Inverness Christmas Parade
Dec. 14 — Christmas Mixer; Fidelity Title/Eden Law Group
Jan. 13 & 14, 2018 — Florida Manatee Festival
Jan. 24 & 25, 2018 — Legislative Days in Tallahassee
For more information on all Chamber events, call 352-795-3149
or go to www.CitrusCountyChamber.com.

