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The story of a wedding

C

hamber member Majestic Wedding
Chapel in downtown Crystal River
is a small, one-person operation
that was created to provide low-cost alternatives to elaborate wedding ceremonies. But the trickle-down effect in the
local community has a much greater impact than just a $250 ceremony. Here is
a story of how one Georgia couple’s random Internet search recently added
$6,669 in total economic impact to our
community.
Cindi Guy never planned to run a
wedding chapel. As a boat captain, her
business since 2013 has been as owner
of Majestic Manatee Tours. However,
Cindi was also a notary and, in Florida,
was authorized to conduct weddings. In
2014, she was approached by her friend
Stephanie Price, who wanted to hold
her wedding on Cindi’s boat in King’s
Bay. It was a beautiful event in a beautiful setting, and led to more opportunities
for Cindi to perform weddings.
Enter 2015, and the decision by the
Clerk of the Court in Citrus County to
discontinue weddings at the Courthouse. Not that Cindi was looking to
start another business, but the need was
there to provide services no longer provided by the Clerk. Cindi had access to a
building and the know-how to make it
work, and the Majestic Wedding Chapel
was born.
For as little as $250, a couple can have
their ceremony complete with decorations, music and fresh flowers — provided by Waverly Florist — in the
downtown Crystal River building that
Cindi renovated into an elegant onestop wedding venue. Since opening,
Cindi has performed over 100 non-denominational, non-judgmental weddings
and renewals of vows.
So, back to the story about the wed-
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More than just weddings in the Chapel, owner Cindi Guy aims to please and serve
the wishes of her couples – even performing an in-water mermaid ceremony for
Jeannine Winkel and Ian Jones.

of $1.67 for each $1 spent, or a 66 percent return on each dollar.
Determining the economic impact of
Discover Crystal River Florida
a dollar spent is a complex formula. $1
Majestic Wedding Chapel owner and
spent by a tourist will be cycled and reofficiant Cindi Guy receives a thank-you
spent many times as it moves through
“kiss” from a happy couple that she
the community, from leaving the hand of
joined in marriage.
the tourist, to providing goods and services to the tourist, purchasing the supthe local restaurants, visiting the area
attractions and even taking two charter plies needed to fill the tourists’ needs,
ding of the Georgia couple:
to providing the jobs to support those
fishing trips. They reported to Cindi
Last month, Cindi was contacted by
services, and ultimately the consumer
the couple who had planned a vacation they were so happy with their experiences here, they now recommend Citrus spending by the employees that fill
to Fernandina Beach, but who also
those jobs.
County to their friends and family.
wanted to get married. They came
So, all because two people who had
That one phone call to the Majestic
across Cindi’s website, called, and set
Wedding Chapel and the great customer fallen in love found Cindi Guy and the
up their date. Following the ceremony,
service by Cindi Guy translated into one Majestic Wedding Chapel, Citrus County
the couple decided they didn’t want to
was benefitted by a $6,669 total ecodrive to Fernandina Beach that evening couple from Georgia spending about
nomic impact — from just TWO people
and asked Cindi for some recommenda- $4,000 in Citrus County.
According to the Citrus County Visitor who received excellent customer sertions. For their wedding night, Cindi
vice by our local businesses.
Profile for January to April 2017 presuggested the nearby Kings Bay Lodge
The power of one small business has
and an upscale downtown restaurant for pared by Research Data Services for the
an impact on many. Thank you to ALL
Tourist Development Council, in 2016,
a nice meal.
of our businesses in Citrus County for
estimated direct expenditures of
Not only did the couple follow
the positive impact you have on every
through on Cindi’s suggestions, they fell $135,686,600 by tourists resulted in a
total economic impact of $226,216,600 to one of us and the quality of life that you
in love with the area, cancelled their
help to provide to us.
Citrus County.
original plans, and stayed at Kings Bay
We appreciate you!
That translates to an economic impact
Lodge for two weeks, eating at many of

Majestic Wedding Chapel
565 NW First Ave. #1
Crystal River, FL 34428
352-795-8687
www.MajesticWeddingChapel.com

BAM continues with mixer at Insight Credit Union
Business Appreciation Month continues with our
fourth public event. On Thursday, Oct. 26, from
5:30-7:30 p.m., Insight Credit Union is holding an after-hours mixer at their Crystal River location for an
evening of networking, food and fun. Bring your business cards, mingle with other local business owners
and enjoy great food prepared by Sonny’s BBQ.
Insight Credit Union’s Crystal River Office is at
1101 NE Fifth St., Crystal River.
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Business Appreciation Month Sponsors
The Chamber thanks the many sponsors who
are making Business Appreciation Month
possible!
Presenting Sponsor: Crystal Automotive &
Motorcycle Group
BAM BBQ:
Title Sponsor: Crystal Automotive &
Motorcycle Group

Silver Sponsors: Land Title of Citrus County,
Diane Damron, Citrus 95.3/The FOX 96.7
Bronze Sponsors: Suncoast Plumbing,
Lollygaggers, RE/MAX Realty One, Scott Carnahan, Mike Scott Plumbing, Nature Coast Financial Advisors
Copper Sponsors: Drummond Community
Bank, Plantation on Crystal River, Michael D.
Bays State Farm Insurance, Anonymous,
Citrus Sports & Apparel, Hunter Springs

Mission of the Citrus County Chamber of Commerce
The Citrus County Chamber of Commerce is an organization of businesses
unified in efforts to advance the economic growth of the region, promote
the interests of the business community,provide key leadership on key
commerce issues and preserve the county’s quality of life.

Chamber
Legacy
Partners

The Chamber recognizes our Legacy Partners that have made a
special investment in the Chamber to support the programs and
mission of the Chamber.For information on becoming a Legacy
Partner, please contact the Chamber at 352-795-3149.

Dermatology & Skin Surgery Center, Suncoast
Plumbing, Wardlow & Cash
Legacy Member supporting sponsors:
Insight Credit Union
Citrus County Chronicle
Citrus Memorial Hospital,
Seven Rivers Regional Medical Center,
Advanced Disposal Services,
CareerSource CLM
C.C.S.O. F.O.C.U.S program
HomeTown Values

Chamber news
Cooter Festival is this coming weekend!
Inverness comes alive this Friday through Sunday with its three-day music festival that has
the vibe of Woodstock. Expanding this year to two parks downtown, the action starts at
5 p.m. Friday and runs through 5 p.m. Sunday with everything from Zombie runs to
Cooterween costume contests, cooter races, barbecue contests, kids’ activities, food and vendors and, of course, LOTS of great music! Produced by the City of Inverness at Liberty and
Wallace Brooks Parks downtown. For information: www.CooterFestival.com.

Nov. 3 luncheon will provide unique learning opportunities
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VALUES

Chamber events calendar
Oct. 26 — BAM mixer, Insight Credit Union, Crystal River
Nov. 3 – Chamber Luncheon at Seven Rivers Presbyterian Church; Poverty Simulation
Project by United Way; Sponsor is HPH Hospice
Nov. 11 — Lake Hernando Dragon Boat Festival
Nov. 16 — Mixer – Hospice of Citrus County
Dec. 2 — Crystal River Christmas Parade
Dec. 9 — Inverness Christmas Parade
Dec. 14 — Christmas Mixer; Fidelity Title/Eden Law Group
Jan. 13 & 14, 2018 — Florida Manatee Festival
Jan. 24 & 25, 2018 — Legislative Days in Tallahassee
April 14, 2018 — Mermaids & Margaritas on Fort Island Gulf Beach
For more information on all Chamber events, call 352-795-3149
or go to www.CitrusCountyChamber.com.

Kayaks, ServPro
Hospitality Sponsor: The Loft Bar & Grill
Venue Sponsor: M&B Dairy
Salute to Business Luncheon:
Advanced Disposal Services, CoreCivic, Crystal Automotive & Motorcycle Group, Drummond Community Bank, Duke Energy,
Michael D. Bays State Farm Agency, Plantation on Crystal River, Port Paradise / Dr.
Paresh Desai, SECO
Energy, Suncoast Credit Union, Suncoast

Have you experienced poverty during your
life? Maybe not, but many in our community
have and they struggle with tough choices and
finding ways to stretch limited means every
day. This program provides attendees the experience of what life is like living in poverty.
Understanding the day-to-day reality of poverty is important for everyone involved in fighting poverty — from policymakers to service
providers.
Community Action Poverty Simulation
(CAPS) is a unique tool that helps people
begin to understand what life is like with a
shortage of money and an abundance of

stress.
On Nov. 3, the Chamber is partnering with
United Way of Citrus County and UF/IFAS Extension on this special Chamber luncheon at
Seven Rivers Presbyterian Church. Up to 80
people may participate in a role-play simulation of the lives of low-income families and the
decisions they must make on a daily basis to
provide for basic needs. You will leave with a
broader awareness of poverty from different
angles, and the potential for change within
local communities.
RSVP for this very special luncheon by calling Janet at 352-795-3149.

Google Technologies Workshop on Oct. 27
SCORE Citrus and the Chamber of Commerce are partnering to offer two workshops
presented by Google’s “Get Your Business
Online” (GYOB) program on Oct 27. from
8:30-11:30 a.m. at the Citrus County Welcome
Center in Crystal River.
These free, in-person workshops share
helpful tips, tools and strategies for growing

your business. Two hour-long workshops will
be presented: “Learn how to Grow Your Business On-Line” and “Get Found on Google
Search and Maps.”
To register online, go to www.
CitrusCounty.Score.org and click on the “Take
a Workshop” tab, or call SCORE at
352-249-1236.

