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Mission of the Citrus County Chamber of Commerce

SUNDAY,
September 23, 2018
Promotional information provided
by the Citrus County Chamber of Commerce.

The Citrus County Chamber of Commerce is an organization of
businesses unified in efforts to advance the economic growth of the
region, promote the interests of the business community, provide key
leadership on key commerce issues and preserve the county’s quality of life.

Chamber Connection
915 N. Suncoast Blvd., Crystal River, FL 34429 · 352-795-3149 · 106 W. Main St., Inverness, FL 34450 · 352-726-2801

Businesses to get another break
Sales tax rate on commercial leases in 2019 to go down
On Jan. 1, 2019, the sales tax rate on
commercial leases of real property will
decrease from 5.8 percent to 5.7 percent.
This is the second year in a row that
this tax, also known as the business rent
tax, has been decreased following passage by the Florida Legislature. The 2017
Legislative session saw a 0.2 percent reduction in the business rent tax from
6.0 percent to 5.8 percent, and in 2018, the
Legislature reduced it another 0.1 percent that will go into effect in January
2019.
The Citrus County Chamber of

Commerce and its Governmental Affairs
Committee have been proponents of this
reduction and have made it one of their
legislative priorities over the past 3 years
to fully eliminate the tax.
For years, Florida has been the only
state in the country that charges sales tax
on commercial leases, and the Chamber
believes that charging the tax continues to
hinder business growth, hampers the potential growth of small businesses
throughout the state, and leaves business
owners with less ability to create more
jobs by reinvesting in their business,

increasing wages and offering better
benefits.
While this second reduction in two
years has only been incremental, it is
another step in the right direction. The
Chamber thanks our local delegation of
Sen. Wilton Simpson and Rep. Ralph
Massullo for their support and leadership
on this issue, as well as that of the Florida
Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber believes that this tax should continue to be
reduced until it is eventually eliminated.
The Chamber’s Governmental Affairs
Committee is in the process of finalizing

its priorities on critical issues that impact
our local business community to present
for the 2019 legislative session. While advocating for the needs of our local businesses, the Chamber also aims to promote
a positive, pro-active economic environment that serves our businesses, our community and our citizens. We look forward
to sharing our finalized document in the
near future.

Interested in Leadership Citrus?
Attend recruitment party Sept. 27
Leadership Citrus is an
annual program of the
Citrus County Chamber
designed to enhance the
leadership potential of
individuals living in Citrus County who are involved in business,
professional and community service activities,
and who have demonstrated the talent, interest and desire required
for involvement in community leadership roles.
Founded in 1991, Leadership Citrus is a highly
successful community
leadership program
which brings together individuals with diverse
backgrounds and

On Sept. 27 from 5:307:30 p.m. at the College of
Central Florida, Leadership Citrus will hold
their annual recruitment
party. Organized and attended by past graduates
of the program, anyone
who has an interest in
learning more about the
experiences from both
program and how to
the public and private
apply is encouraged to atsectors. Through an intend. Enjoy food, drinks,
tense program of lectures friends and fun.
and structured activities,
To RSVP, call Alyson at
participants become fa352-575-5139 or email
miliar with current isalyson@winslerca.com.
sues, community
Can’t attend? Call the
resources and other facChamber at 352-795-3149
tors influencing the qual- for more information
ity of life and direction of about applying to LeaderCitrus County’s future.
ship Citrus.

R ecent R ibbon C uttings
Welcome Chamber Members!
The Chamber is growing every week. We welcome our new members and thank
all of them for joining the Chamber. We encourage the community to patronize
their businesses.

Sign up for Chamber events
October Business Appreciation Month
l Salute to Business Luncheon: Oct. 12,
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Black Diamond
Speaker: The Hon. Glenda Hood
$25/person — RSVP to 352-795-3149

Glenda E.
Hood

l BAM BBQ: Oct. 18, 6 to 10 p.m.,
M&B Dairy
$35/person — Tickets online through
EventBrite, or at both Chamber offices

Christmas Parades — ‘Sweet Treats’
l Crystal River Parade: Dec. 1, 6 p.m.
l Inverness Parade: Dec. 8, noon
Applications available through the Chamber website:
www.CitrusCountyChamber.com

Hunter Springs Kayaks

Festivals

352-228-8700 l www.KayakHallsRiver.com

l Florida Manatee Festival: Jan 19 & 20, 2019
l Floral City Strawberry
Festival: March 2 & 3, 2019
Applications available through the Chamber
website: www.CitrusCountyChamber.com

Sponsorships are also available for all events. Call Janet at 352-795-3149 for information.

Chamber events
The Chamber is pleased to welcome Hunter Springs Kayaks on Halls River. Experience
the incredible backwaters of Homosassa where mother nature’s presence is abundant
and undisturbed. This Guided Eco-Tour is a rare chance to experience unspoiled Old
Florida views and wildlife in the most natural of settings. Your Halls River Experience
begins behind The Greenhouse Bistro & Venue, located on Hwy 19. Your Guided
Excursion will lead you through the narrow winding waterways of Old Florida. This
journey is full of wildlife! Depending on season, there’s a likely chance to see manatees,
dolphins, otters, sting rays, blue crabs, turtles and several species of fish & endangered
birds. Experience the pure Nature Coast of Florida that few have ever seen. Several
Directors and Ambassadors were on hand. 2420 S Suncoast Blvd, Homosassa 352228-8700 www.KayakHallsRiver.com

Paychex Payroll Services

www.Paychex.com

The Chamber would like to welcome Paychex Payroll Services. Paychex, Inc. (NASDAQ:
PAYX) is a leading provider of integrated human capital management solutions for
payroll, HR, retirement, and insurance services. By combining its innovative softwareas-a-service technology and mobility platform with dedicated, personal service,
Paychex empowers small- and medium-sized business owners to focus on the growth
and management of their business. To assist with the ribbon cutting is President/CEO
of the Chamber, Josh Wooten; Ambassadors Betty Murphy, Citrus Archives &
Computers; George Bendtsen, Insurance by George; Tom Ryan, Central Ridge Insurers;
Associate Member, Barbara Donohoe; Dennis Pfeiffer, Orkin Pest Control; Michele
Fowler, Cruise Planners; and Mary Pericht, Cadence Bank. www.Paychex.com or look
for them on Facebook.

Sept. 27 — Leadership Citrus Recruitment Party, College of Central Florida
Oct. 12 — Business Appreciation Month Luncheon, Black Diamond; Speaker: The Hon.
Glenda Hood, former Secretary of State and Mayor of Orlando, and current Florida
Chamber Small Business Council Chair; Sponsor: Sunflower Springs Assisted Living
Oct. 18 — BAM BBQ @ M&B Dairy
Oct. 25 — BAM Mixer, Insight Credit Union, Inverness
For more information on all Chamber events, call 352-795-3149
or go to www.CitrusCountyChamber.com

‘Chamber Report’ on WYKE
Watch the weekly Chamber Report show on WYKE-TV to
stay abreast of Chamber events, issues and member spotlights with host Josh Wooten.
Chamber Report is broadcast on Tuesdays, Saturdays, and
Sundays at 5 p.m. on Spectrum Channel 16 and Channel 47
(digital antenna).
This week’s program features former Citrus County Commissioner Jim Fowler, who talks with Josh about a lot of the hisJim
tory of Citrus County. His knowledge and insight into a lot of
the inner workings of our community provide for a very enjoyFowler
able and educational program. This is one not to be missed.
Chamber Report is your ticket to the many happenings in Citrus County!

The Chamber recognizes our Legacy Partners that have made a
special investment in the Chamber to support the programs and
mission of the Chamber. For information on
becoming a Legacy Partner, please contact the
Chamber at 352-795-3149.
(352)634-1705 • htv.citrus@gmail.com

VALUES

