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Mission of the Citrus County
Chamber of Commerce
The Citrus County Chamber of Commerce is
an organization of businesses unified in efforts
to advance the economic growth of the
region, promote the interests of the business
community, provide key leadership on key
commerce issues and preserve
the county’s quality of life.

Chamber Connection
915 N. Suncoast Blvd., Crystal River, FL 34429 · 352-795-3149 · 106 W. Main St., Inverness, FL 34450 · 352-726-2801

A community loss:

Remembering “Captain Jack”
“Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things that you didn’t
do than by the ones you did do. So throw off the bowlines. Sail away from the safe
harbor. Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover.”
— H. Jackson Brown Jr., “P.S. I Love You”

Longtime Citrus County resident, Josh
Hensley was many things to our community. He was a gifted artist, an entertainer,
a skilled craftsman, an insightful entrepreneur, a loving father, and a unique
local business owner. Known by many as
Citrus County’s very own “Captain Jack
Sparrow”, Josh was always a treat to encounter. Owner of Big Foot Paddleboards
in Crystal River, Josh opened the shop in
January of 2018 after inspiration struck
thanks, in no small part, to his two young
daughters who were ready to switch from
their kayaks, custom made by Josh, to cool
new paddleboards (made by, YOU
GUESSED IT, their loving father). In May
of 2018 we were thrilled to present Josh
with the Chamber New Image Award for
the beautiful beach murals and tropical

Secretary of Commerce to speak
at Salute to Business luncheon
Secretary of Commerce Jamal Sowell
to speak at Salute to Business luncheon
The Chamber is pleased to welcome
Florida Secretary of Commerce and
President/CEO of Enterprise Florida,
INC (EFI) Jamal Sowell as our guest
speaker for the Salute to Business luncheon on October 11 at Black Diamond
Ranch.
As Citrus County enters a new era of
economic opportunity with the extension
of the Suncoast Parkway, we anticipate
that the role EFI can play in our community will grow. And as we look forward
and plan through the Citrus 2030 project
for the type of community, we want to see
our county be in the future, the Chamber

is honored to
have Secretary
Sowell as part of
Jamal Sowell
2019 Business
Appreciation
Month.
Presented by Crystal Automotive, Motorcycle & Tractor Group. Sponsored by
Citrus 95.3, The Fox 96.7, and Naturecoast Country Z103.3/104.3, with presenting media support from the Chronicle.
To RSVP for the luncheon, go to https://
tinyurl.com/y4t75wcc or call Janet at 352795-3149. Tickets are $25 for Members
and Non-Members. Walk ins will not be
allowed. Table sponsorships are also
available.

feel of their new shop, bringing another
level of beauty and creativity to our
community.
Beyond a business owner, Josh gave
back in many ways but most famously for
his embodiment of Disney character Captain Jack Sparrow. “Captain Jack” was almost always at Hunter Springs Park and
any county festival or event, never turning
down a photo op with tourists or residents
alike. Josh brought joy to everyone he met
and had a truly special way of turning a
normal trip to the springs into an exciting
adventure, especially for the children. As
the Citrus County Chamber of Commerce,
we mourn the loss of an incredible business owner. As fellow residents and
neighbors, we are devastated by the loss
of a dear friend and unique soul.

New faces on the Chamber
Board of Directors!
The Chamber welcomes our newest board member Sheila
Jordan, Executive Director of PACE Center for Girls. Sheila
was elected to fill the remaining term of Carl Flanagan who
stepped down last month after many years of service on the
Chamber Board.
Sheila has spent more than two decades building organizations and causes that benefit youth. Her primary work has
been in nonprofit youth development and systems of care
leadership, developing staff, building and sustaining boards,
overseeing fund development, and curriculum development
and facilitation.
We look forward to the skill and enthusiasm Sheila will
bring to our board as we move into the future.

Sheila Jordan

‘Chamber Report’ on WYKE
Watch the weekly “Chamber Report” show on
WYKE-TV to stay abreast of Chamber events, issues and member spotlights with host Josh
Wooten.
“Chamber Report” is broadcast on Tuesdays,
Saturdays, and Sundays at 5 p.m. on Spectrum
Adam
Channel 16 or through LiveStream (www.livesFay Van Fleet
Stanfield
tream.com/watch and search for “WYKE TV
47”).
This week, guest host Jade White, Chamber
Public Relations & Communications Coordinator, gets to chat with Fay Van Fleet, Interim
Executive Director and Clinical Administrator
with HPH Hospice, Mary Grindel Higby, Regional Director at HPH Hospice, Adam Stanfield, V.P. of Development and Executive
JoAnn Bross
Director at Chapters Health Foundation, and
Mary Grindel
JoAnn Bross, Manager of Social and Volunteer services about
Higby
the reopening of the Citrus Hospice House and the services
and amenities they provide their patients.
“Chamber Report” is your ticket to the many happenings in Citrus County!

The Chamber recognizes our Legacy Partners that have
made a special investment in the Chamber to support the
programs and mission of the Chamber.
For information on becoming a Legacy Partner,
please contact the Chamber at 352-795-3149.

W

atch the excitement and spark your own
imagination as presenters ignite the evening
with thoughts of the future! Tickets are $10
due to limited seating. Find info at
//CitrusCountyChamber.com/fire-up-citrus

Chamber
Events
Sept. 26 — Chamber Mixer at Mike
Scott Plumbing
Sept. 28 — BWA Health and
Fitness Expo at Crystal River Armory
Oct. 3 — Fire Up Citrus! at The Valerie Theatre
Oct. 11 — BAM Salute to Business Luncheon at Black Diamond Ranch; Speaker:
Florida Secretary of Commerce and President / CEO of Enterprise Florida
Jamal Sowell; Sponsor; Crystal Automotive and Motorcycle Group
Oct. 17 — BAM BBQ at M & B Dairy
Oct. 24 — The Big BAM Mixer at Bayfront Health Seven Rivers Hospital
For more information about upcoming Chamber events, call 352-795-3149;
visit www.CitrusCountyChamber.com
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