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Mission of the Citrus County Chamber of Commerce

SUNDAY,
August 19, 2018
Promotional information provided
by the Citrus County Chamber of Commerce.

The Citrus County Chamber of Commerce is an organization of
businesses unified in efforts to advance the economic growth of the
region, promote the interests of the business community, provide key
leadership on key commerce issues and preserve the county’s quality of life.

Chamber Connection
915 N. Suncoast Blvd., Crystal River, FL 34429 · 352-795-3149 · 106 W. Main St., Inverness, FL 34450 · 352-726-2801

Ag-Pro Crystal River
1113 SE U.S. Hwy 19
Crystal River, FL 34429
352-651-5143
www.AgProCompanies.com
Summer hours:
7:30 a.m. – 6 p.m., M-F;
7:30 a.m. – 4 p.m., Saturday
Winter hours:
7:30 a.m. – 5 p.m., M-F;
7:30 a.m. – noon, Saturday
Ag-Pro’s new location in Crystal River opened June 16.

The Chamber welcomes
Ag-Pro as Legacy Member
The Chamber is pleased to welcome
Ag-Pro as our newest Chamber Legacy
member.
Ag-Pro opened the doors to its new
5,500-square-foot building on U.S. 19 in
Crystal River on June 16. Formerly the
site of the long-closed H & H Motors, the
transformation of this property has been
stunning. Once they received all City
permits, Ag-Pro’s new building with its
front entrance of stacked stone was constructed in only 120 days. The store instantly attracts the passing motorist with
an impressive stock of shining greenand-yellow John Deere equipment that
lines the parking lot.
Ag-Pro is an authorized dealer for
many major product lines. In fact, AgPro is the nation’s largest independent
dealer of John Deere equipment. The
Crystal River store focuses on the John
Deere, Honda and Stihl lines for the
professional lawn care, tree care and
other business owners, and from farmers to the residential homeowner. Alex
Fresonke, General Manager of the Crystal River store, and Perry Cannon,
Equipment & Governmental Sales,
along with the entire staff are happy to
work with any customer to fill their
equipment needs out of the more than
20 allied brands that Ag-Pro carries.
Looking for used or trade-in equipment? They handle that, too.
Ag-Pro is headquartered in Boston,
GA, outside of Thomasville, where it
traces its history back to 1903. Over the
years, the company acquired additional
locations and built new locations across
Georgia, Texas, Alabama, South Carolina and Florida. Today, Ag-Pro operates
59 locations, including 9 in Florida.
Their decision to open a location in
Crystal River was an organic build out
of a pre-existing territory serving Citrus

Alex Fresonke, General Manager, and
Perry Cannon, Jr., Equipment and
Governmental Sales, welcome the
community to visit the Crystal River
Ag-Pro location.
County that was prompted by the large
market potential for small tractors. Currently, their Crystal River location is
staffed by 12 full-time employees, almost all of whom were local hires.
Ag-Pro’s motto is “Strong on Service.”
Alex Fresonke says it is that company
ethic to give every customer the best
service that makes Ag-Pro stand out
among their field.
Their spotless service department has
a full parts counter and large shop that
is staffed with trained technicians who
can service all makes and models of
equipment — not just the brands that
Ag-Pro sells — to insure customer
efficiency.
So stop by Ag-Pro and check out their
beautiful new location. Bring the little
ones — they even have John Deere toys!

Applications now available for:
2018 Christmas Parades

The weather may still
be steamy and perhaps
Christmas is one of the
furthest things on your
mind, but it’s truly not too
early to start thinking
about your participation
in the Christmas Parades!
The Crystal River Parade
will take place on Saturday, Dec. 1, beginning at
6 p.m. The Inverness Parade is the following Saturday, Dec. 8, beginning at
noon. Applications for
both parades are now
available on the Chamber
website, www.CitrusCountyChamber.com. From the

homepage, click on
Events and then Parades.
This year’s theme is
“Sweet Treats.”
Use your imagination to
decide what that means to
you and your business or
organization.
Yes, there are gingerbread houses and gum
drops and candy canes;
but what other “sweet
treats” can you think of at
Christmas? Maybe storytelling by a fireplace, the
beautiful voices of carolers singing traditional
holiday songs, sending or
receiving a special

Christmas card in the
mail, or seeing the wideeyed joy of a child on
Christmas morning? Interpret the theme in a
way that speaks to you.
Questions? Contact Lisa
at 352-795-3149, or lisa@
citruscountychamber.

32nd Annual Florida Manatee Festival
The 32nd Annual Florida Manatee
Festival will be held in downtown Crystal River on Jan. 19 and 20, 2019. Applications for fine artists, food vendors,
general and retail vendors and nonprofit organizations are now available
through the Chamber’s website,
www.CitrusCountyChamber.com. From
the homepage, click on Events and then
Festivals.

The official 2019 Florida Manatee
Festival website with detailed information on the event will go live soon.

FDOT Secretary is speaker at
Sept. 14 Chamber luncheon
Reservations must be made to hear David Gwynn
Join the Citrus County Chamber of
Secretary, Mr. Gwynn provides adminCommerce for their Sept. 14 luncheon istrative oversight for the planning,
at Plantation on Crystal River that will development and operations for all
transportation modes within
feature Florida Department of
Citrus, Hillsborough, HerTransportation District 7 Secretary David Gwynn. Mr.
nando, Pasco and Pinellas
Gwynn will share up-to-date
counties. Mr. Gwynn is a 1983
information about the various
graduate of the United States
road projects currently underMilitary Academy at West
way or in the planning stages
Point, where he earned a
in Citrus County, including the
Bachelor of Engineering degree. During his military serSuncoast Parkway, widening of
vice, David served as a Field
U.S. 19 and U.S. 41.
David
Artillery Officer in the U.S.
Mr. Gwynn was appointed as
Gwynn
Army as well as the Florida
District 7 Secretary in July of
National Guard. In addition, he also
2017. Prior to this appointment, he
holds a Master of Transportation Engiserved as Director of Transportation
neering degree from the University of
Operations for FDOT District One in
Florida.
Bartow. Mr. Gwynn spent 30 years in
To RSVP, call Janet at 352-795-3149.
the private sector, providing consulting services to the transportation in$20 for Chamber members; $25 for
dustry before joining FDOT in
non-members. No walk-ins are
January 2016. As the District 7
allowed.

Crystal Auto takes top sponsorship
of Business Appreciation Month
October is Business
Appreciation Month in
Citrus County, and the
Chamber will once
again celebrate the contributions of our local
businesses to our economy, our citizens and
our quality of life.
The Chamber thanks
Crystal Automotive &
Motorcycle Group which
signed on again this
year as the top
Platinum-level sponsor
for the month.
The Chamber invites
the public to join in:
l Friday, Oct. 12:
Business Appreciation
Month Annual Luncheon at Black
Diamond.
The speaker will be
The Hon. Glenda Hood,
former Florida Secretary of State and
Mayor of Orlando.
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
$25/person, or $300/
corporate table
sponsorship. To
RSVP, call Janet at
352-795-3149.
l Thursday, Oct. 18:
BAM BBQ at M&B Dairy

— 6 to 10 p.m. By popular demand, the Embry
Brothers are returning
for another year of great
music! $35/person (includes 2 drinks); $250/
VIP ticket. Tickets available at both Chamber
offices, or online via
EventBrite.
l Thursday, Oct. 25:
BAM Mixer at Insight
Credit Union, Crystal
River — 5 to 7 p.m. This

is a business networking
event. No charge.
Fire Up Citrus! will
not be held this year.
Instead, the Chamber is
working on a new event
to showcase our County.
Fire Up Citrus! will return in 2019.
For more information
visit the Chamber’s
website and Facebook
pages, or call
352-795-3149.

Crystal Automotive & Motorcycle Group is the 2018
Business Appreciation Month Platinum Sponsor.

‘Chamber Report’ on WYKE
Watch the
Mark Hammer,
weekly Chamber
Second Vice President, and Donna
Report show on
Bidlack, Executive
WYKE-TV to stay
Director. They
abreast of Chamber events, issues
talk with Josh
and member spotabout the current
lights with host
state of the local
Randy Messer, Donna
Josh Wooten.
construction industry, the Citrus
Chamber Report
Bidlack and Mark Hammer
County Construcis broadcast on
Tuesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays at
tion Academy, and the recent changes
5 p.m. on Spectrum Channel 16 and
by the State of Florida to septic
Channel 47 (digital antenna).
requirements.
This week’s program features
Chamber Report is your ticket to
Randy Messer, President of the Citrus the many happenings in Citrus
County Building Alliance, along with
County!

Chamber events
The Chamber recognizes our Legacy Partners that have made a
special investment in the Chamber to support the programs and
mission of the Chamber. For information on
becoming a Legacy Partner, please contact the
Chamber at 352-795-3149.
(352)634-1705 • htv.citrus@gmail.com

VALUES

Sept. 14 — Chamber Luncheon, Plantation on Crystal River; Speaker: David Gwynn,
FDOT District 7 Secretary; Sponsor: Royal Dalton House
Sept. 20 — Mixer – Seven Rivers Presbyterian Church & School
Sept. 22 — BWA Health & Fitness Expo, 9 a.m., Crystal River Armory
Sept. 27 — Leadership Citrus Recruitment Party, College of Central Florida
Oct. 12 — Business Appreciation Month Luncheon, Black Diamond; Speaker: The Hon.
Glenda Hood, former Secretary of State and Mayor of Orlando, and current Florida
Chamber Small Business Council Chair; Sponsor: Sunflower Springs Assisted Living
Oct. 18 — BAM BBQ @ M&B Dairy
Oct. 25 — BAM Mixer, Insight Credit Union, Crystal River
For more information on all Chamber events, call 352-795-3149
or go to www.CitrusCountyChamber.com

