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Mission of the Citrus County Chamber of Commerce
The Citrus County Chamber of Commerce is an organization of businesses
unified in efforts to advance the economic growth of the region, promote the
interests of the business community,provide key leadership on key
commerce issues and preserve the county’s quality of life.

Promotional information provided
by the Citrus Chamber of Commerce.

Chamber Connection
915 N. Suncoast Blvd., Crystal River, FL 34429 · 352-795-3149 · 106 W. Main St., Inverness, FL 34450 · 352-726-2801

Mermaids &
Margaritas debuts
Sept. 9 at beach

Last Chance to RSVP for Aug. 11
Healthcare Heroes luncheon
Only a limited number of seats remain for the Chamber’s Aug. 11 Healthcare Heroes luncheon. This special
event is devoted to honoring Citrus
County health care professionals, volunteers and health agencies that were
nominated by the community and

chosen by a panel of professionals to
recognize excellence within Citrus
County. Now in its fifth year, Healthcare
Heroes is an initiative of the Citrus
County Chronicle, which sponsors the
luncheon.
To RSVP, call Janet at 352-795-3149.

Chamber Member News
business has a business tax receipt, contact
the Tax Collector’s Office at 352-341-6500,
Janice A. Warren, Citrus County Tax Collec- option 3, or visit www.citrustc.us.
tor, announces that the 2018 business tax renewal season is in progress.
Construction Job Fair Oct. 7
Per county ordinance, any person who engages in or manages any business, occupaChamber members CareerSource CLM,
tion or profession in the unincorporated areas Withlacoochee Technical College, along with
of the county must obtain a business tax rethe Citrus County Builders Association, will
hold a construction job fair on Oct. 7 at WTC
ceipt. Renewal notices were mailed on June
for members of the CCBA and construction
30. The deadline to renew is Sept. 30.
job seekers. No charge to participate.
Citizens are encouraged to ask before
For more information, contact a CCBA repdoing business with a service provider if they
have a current business tax receipt.
resentative at 352-746-9028 or CareerSource
If you have any questions, need more infor- CLM’s Business Development Team at
800-746-9950.
mation, or would like to confirm that a

Business tax renewal season

Chamber events calendar

Fire Up
Citrus!
2017
October 5
Tuscany on the Meadows
350 E Norvell Bryant Hwy
Hernando, FL
www.CitrusCountyChamber.com

What is YOUR idea to “fire up” Citrus?
Applications on the Chamber website
or 352.795.3149

Aug. 11 — Chamber
Luncheon at Citrus Hills,
Healthcare Heroes; sponsor
is Citrus County Chronicle
Aug. 17 — Mixer at American
Legion Post 155, Crystal River
Sept. 8 — Chamber
Luncheon, speaker TBA;
Sponsor is Citrus County
Blessings
Sept. 9 — Mermaids &
Margaritas, Fort Island Beach
Sept. 21 — Mixer, King’s Bay
Rotary at George Washington
Carver Center, Crystal River
Sept. 23 — BWA Women’s
Health & Fitness Expo at
Crystal River Armory
Oct. 5 — Fire Up Citrus! at
Tuscany on the Meadows
Oct. 13 — Business
Appreciation Month Annual
Luncheon, Black Diamond
Oct. 19 — BAM BBQ!,
M&B Dairy
Oct. 26 — BAM mixer, Insight
Credit Union, Crystal River
Dec. 2 — Crystal River
Christmas Parade
Dec. 9 — Inverness
Christmas Parade
Jan. 13 & 14 — Florida
Manatee Festival
Jan. 24 & 25 — Legislative
Days in Tallahassee
For more information on all
Chamber events, call
352-795-3149 or go to
www.CitrusCounty
Chamber.com.

The Chamber recognizes our Legacy
Partners that have made a special
investment in the Chamber to support the programs and mission of the Chamber.
For information on becoming a Legacy Partner, please contact the Chamber at
352-795-3149.

I

t’s true! Those rumors that have
been floating (“floating” ... get it??)
around for the past couple of
months are TRUE! The Chamber introduces “Mermaids & Margaritas,”
Citrus County’s newest — and certain
to be most entertaining — festival on
Saturday, Sept 9, from noon to 8 p.m.
at Fort Island Gulf Beach at the end of
Fort Island Beach Trail, Crystal River.
Besides the fun name, what else is
fun about this event? Exactly as the
name implies — mermaids! Who
doesn’t love mermaids?
In partnership with the Chamber,
member The Mertailor’s Eric Ducharme will feature a bevy of beauties
modeling the exquisite custom mermaid and merman tails that his company creates right here in Citrus
County and ships worldwide, including to numerous well-known celebrities. Enjoy the mermaids on the beach
and in the water, and get a close up
look at each one-of-a-kind tail.
Want to be a mermaid yourself?
Consider entering the Ms. Mermaid
and Mr. Merman contests and strut
your stuff behind waist-high cutouts of
tails. Winners will be selected by popular voice vote.
Oh, yes, there are also the margaritas! A special “M/M” margarita will be

offered for purchase, along with beer,
wine and an assortment of Bud Light
Lime-a-Rita flavors.
Additionally, there will be continuous tropical-themed entertainment on
a main stage; food, beverages, water
and M/M merchandise offerings by Citrus-County-only vendors, kids’ inflatables and other activities, face
painting, paddle board rentals and
more!
What better way to celebrate the
waning weeks of summer and scallop
season than an exceptional afternoon
and sunset evening on Citrus County’s
special Fort Island Gulf Beach?
So bring your family, your bathing
suits and cover ups, your sunscreen
and your sense of adventure and join
us.
FREE parking with FREE shuttle to
the beach. (Be aware that parking at
Fort Island Gulf Beach is not offered
and we encourage use of the shuttle.
The exact shuttle parking location will
be announced shortly.) Food and vendor applications (Citrus County businesses and residents only) are
available on the website. Sponsorships
are also available.
We hope to see you there! For more
information, call the Chamber of Commerce at 352-795-3149.

n WHAT: Mermaids and Margaritas Festival
n WHEN: Saturday, Sept. 9, noon to 8 p.m.
n WHERE: Fort Island Gulf Beach, at the end of Fort Island Beach Trail,
Crystal River
n ADMISSION: $5, children 12 and younger are free
n FOR INFO: www.CitrusCountyChamber.com and click on “Mermaids &
Margaritas” or Facebook at “Mermaids and Margaritas Fest 2017”

Lissa Hatcher Photography

Mermaids & Margaritas will feature the stunning mermaid and merman tails by
The Mertailor, hand-crafted in Citrus County. See The Mertailor on Chamber
Report on WYKE-TV on Tuesday, Aug. 1, at 4:30 p.m. See below for channel
information.

‘Chamber Report’ on WYKE
Watch
the weekly
“Chamber
Report” show on WYKE-TV
to stay abreast of Chamber
events, issues and member spotlights with host Josh Wooten.
“Chamber Report” is broadcast
on Tuesdays at 4:30 p.m. on
Bright House Channel 16 and
Channel 47 (digital antenna).
It can also be accessed on Live
Stream.com by searching for
WYKE.
This week’s program features
Chamber member The Mertailor, Eric Ducharme, and Chamber Special Events Coordinator
Kathleen Grady-Weil, who

Eric
Ducharme

Kathleen
Grady-Weil

speak with Josh about the
Chamber’s new festival,
Mermaids & Margaritas,
that will take place on
Sept. 9 at Fort Island Gulf
Beach in Crystal River.
Tune in to learn about this
exciting event and also see
some of the fabulous mermaid tail creations of The
Mertailor. This special episode of Chamber Report
will leave you smiling and
ready to join in on the
festival!
“Chamber Report” is
your ticket to the many
happenings in Citrus
County!

