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Mission of the Citrus County Chamber of Commerce

SUNDAY,
April 8, 2018
Promotional information provided
by the Citrus County Chamber of Commerce.

The Citrus County Chamber of Commerce is an organization of
businesses unified in efforts to advance the economic growth of the
region, promote the interests of the business community, provide key
leadership on key commerce issues and preserve the county’s quality of life.

Chamber Connection
915 N. Suncoast Blvd., Crystal River, FL 34429 · 352-795-3149 · 106 W. Main St., Inverness, FL 34450 · 352-726-2801

Indulge in your inner mermaid this Saturday!
Mermaids & Margaritas is April 14 at Fort Island Gulf Beach

I

t’s finally here! Mermaids &
Margaritas is this Saturday,
April 14, at Fort Island Gulf
Beach. Channel your inner mermaid (or merman) for an afternoon
and evening of all things beach-y!
From noon until 8 p.m., Fort Island
Gulf Beach will be the place to be.
Come dressed for a day at the
beach and enjoy a great day.
Featuring a bevy of beauties
modeling custom-designed and
-created mermaid tails by The
Mertailor, you, too, will believe in
the magic of mermaids. Eric
Ducharme, owner and creator of
The Mertailor, has made tails for
customers worldwide, including
celebrities such as Brittany
Spears, Lady Gaga and RuPaul, in
his business right here in Citrus
County. This is an exclusive opportunity to see these unique works
up close.
Fun for the entire family, Mermaids & Margaritas will have myriad activities for the little ones,
including inflatables on the beach
and custom face painting and body
art. Come in your favorite nautical
garb and join in a fun costume

contest on the stage at 2 p.m.
For the older ones, Hunter
Springs Kayaks will have paddleboards at the beach. Or play a little
beach volley ball with beachballs
provided by the Lowman Law
Group. And, of course, everyone
should protect their skin with sunscreen that will be provided by
Suncoast Dermatology & Skin Surgery Center.
And throughout the festival
grounds, you will enjoy a fun selection of local artists and vendors
selling a wide assortment of
beach-inspired work. Choose your
own oyster from a special pool and
have a mermaid bring it to the surface for you. Will there be a pearl
inside? You have to be there to
find out.
Food? Boy, will there be food!
From made-to-order wood fired
pizzas, fried shrimp, burgers, tacos
and more, to handcrafted popsicles, ice cream and shaved ice
(after all, you need to stay COOL at
the beach), your taste buds will be
very happy!
Oh yes, and there will be margaritas (for those 21 and older, of

course). Riviera Mexican Cantina
will be creating their own special
M&M margarita concoction. There
will also be beer and wine available, as well as Bud Light Lime-aRitas, Straw-ber-ritas and
Mang-o-ritas.
Entertainment will run continuously on the main stage with music
by the TJ Brown Band, the Landsharks (the house band at Jimmy
Buffett’s Margaritaville at Universal Studios for two years) and Homosassa-grown Ashely Young who
is returning home specially to perform at M&M.
So join us this Saturday for the
premier Mermaids & Margaritas!
There is free parking on the open
lot at the corner of U.S. 19 and
Fort Island Trail with a free shuttle to the festival.
You are welcome to bring your
folding beach chairs or blankets on
the shuttle (but NO coolers). An accessible shuttle for patrons with
physical disabilities will run from
the parking lot of the Chamber Welcome Center at 915 N. Suncoast
Blvd.
See you on the beach!

WHAT: Mermaids and Margaritas Festival; www.MermaidsAndMargaritasFestival.com, or Facebook at “Mermaids and
Margaritas Fest 2018”
WHEN: Saturday, April 14, 12 noon – 8 p.m.
WHERE: Fort Island Gulf Beach, at the end of Fort Island Beach Trail, Crystal River
ADMISSION: $5, children 12 and younger are free
FREE parking with FREE shuttle to the beach. Continuous shuttles from the festival parking lot at U.S.19 and Fort Island
Trail. The first shuttle leaves the parking area at 11:30 a.m. Handicapped parking with accessible shuttles will be at the
Chamber’s parking lot at 915 N. Suncoast Blvd. (Be aware that parking at Fort Island Gulf Beach is NOT offered –it’s 100
percent full of vendors –and we encourage use of the shuttle.)
ABSOLUTELY NO COOLERS and NO PETS/ANIMALS (with the exception of service animals)

Entertainment on the Main Stage
l Noon – 2 p.m.: The TJ Brown Band
l 2 – 3 p.m.: Nautical-themed costume
contest (presented by MezMer Eyes)
l 3 – 5 p.m.: The Landsharks (Parrot

Heads welcome!)
l 5 – 6 p.m.: Ms. Mermaid & Mr. Merman Contest, with music by DJ Diorio
(presented by the Citrus County

Chronicle)
l 6 – 8 p.m.: Ashley Young
For more information, call the Chamber
of Commerce at 352-795-3149.

2018 Pillar Awards slated April 27
‘Fire & Ice’ at Black Diamond Ranch

Adults $5—Children 12 and under FREE!
Live Music  Frosty Margaritas  Live Mermaids!  Beer
& Wine Garden  Paddleboard Rentals  Local Food
Vendors  Free Kids’ Zone  Contests & Prizes  Exciting
Vendors  Free Shuttles from US19 @ Ft Island Trail
(no parking at beach)

Featuring custom mermaid tails by
Presented by the Citrus County Chamber of
Commerce in partnership with The Mertailor.

Since 2009, Crystal River native Eric Ducharme has
created and sold the world's #1-selling swimmable
mermaid tails--check them out in person at the

Sponsors:
 Presenting

 Poseidon

 Siren

MermaidsAndMargaritasFestival.com

Thank you to our sponsors:
Presenting Sponsor: Insight Credit Union; Siren Sponsor:
Plantation on Crystal River; Merfolk Sponsors: Hunter Springs
Kayaks, Specialty Gems, Crystal River Harley-Davidson, D&M
Property Maintenance, Kona Ice, Tania’s House, Riviera Mexican Cantina and MezMer Eyes; and Media Sponsors: Citrus
County Chronicle, Tampa Bay Times, Citrus 95.3/The FOX
96.7/Naturecoast 103.3, and HomeTown Values.

44 Tackle earns
New Image Award

The Chamber’s Annual Pillar Awards
event will be held on Friday, April 27, at
Black Diamond Ranch under the theme,
“Fire & Ice.” Join in this special evening that will honor individuals and
businesses as they are recognized for
their outstanding contributions to our
quality of life in Citrus County.
Start with a Fire- or Ice-themed cocktail or other libation as you mix and
lowed by entertainment and dancing.
mingle, browse and bid on an exciting
Individual tickets for the event are
array of silent and live auction items.
$45. Cocktail or evening attire is sugEnjoy a gourmet meal as the award win- gested. Cash bar.
ners are announced and celebrated, folTo RSVP, call Janet at 352-795-3149.

Last chance to RSVP for April Luncheon
has become one
Robert Weissert,
of the most rewith Florida TaxWatch in Tallahasspected indepensee, will travel to
dent government
Citrus County to be
watchdog groups
the keynote
in the country.
speaker at the
Florida’s Governors, Cabinet ofChamber luncheon
Robert
ficers,
on April 13.
Weissert
lawmakers,
As an independent, nonpartisan,
agency heads
nonprofit taxpayer reand state employees listen
search institute & govern- closely to what TaxWatch
ment watchdog for more
has to say in its research
than one third of a cenreports. TaxWatch recomtury, Florida TaxWatch
mendations help to shape
works to improve the pro- state laws, constitutional
ductivity and accountabil- amendments, budgets and
ity of Florida government. new programs.
Over the past three deWeissert is the Execucades, Florida TaxWatch
tive Vice President for

Research & Special Counsel to the President &
CEO for Florida TaxWatch. Before joining
Florida TaxWatch in 2007,
Robert worked in Washington, D.C. as a policy analyst for the majority staff
of the U.S. Senate Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship,
and before that as a research analyst for the
Congressional Research
Service.
The April luncheon will
be held at the Plantation
on Crystal River. It is
sponsored by Absolute
Law Group. To RSVP, call
Janet at 352-795-3149.

Chamber member 44 Tackle was the recipient of the Chamber Ambassadors New
Image Award for March. 44 Tackle has Citrus County’s largest selection of fishing
tackle, bait and accessories. As a testament to their success, after less than two
years in business, they found they needed a larger space. Following a full renovation,
they moved to their new location at 3177 State Road 44 at the end of 2017. Shown,
left to right, front row: Diana Kingree and Chris Kingree, owners of 44 Tackle, and
Jennifer Duca, chair of the Ambassadors New Image committee. Back row: David
Reed, Chamber Chair-elect; Clayton Jeck, immediate past chair; and Josh Wooten,
President/CEO.

Chamber Legacy Partners
The Chamber recognizes our Legacy Partners that have made a special investment in
the Chamber to support the programs and
mission of the Chamber. For information on
becoming a Legacy Partner, please contact
the Chamber at 352-795-3149.

(352)634-1705 • htv.citrus@gmail.com

VALUES

‘Chamber Report’ on WYKE
Watch the weekly Chamber Report show on WYKE-TV to stay
abreast of Chamber events, issues
and member spotlights with host
Josh Wooten.
Chamber Report is broadcast on
Tuesdays at 4:30 p.m. on Spectrum
Channel 16 and Channel 47 (digital
antenna).
This week’s program features Josh,
along with Debbie Selsavage, director of Coping with Dementia, and
Sheriff Mike Prendergast, who share
information about the upcoming

Summit to Protect & Serve our Seniors that will take place on May 4 at
the Sheriff ’s Emergency Operations
Center in Lecanto.
Chamber Report is your ticket to
the many happenings in Citrus
County!

From left: Josh Wooten, Debbie
Selsavage and Mike Prendergast

Chamber events
April 13 — Chamber Luncheon, Plantation on Crystal River, Speaker: Robert Weissert,
Florida TaxWatch; Sponsor: Absolute Law Group
April 14 — Mermaids & Margaritas, Fort Island Gulf Beach
April 27 — Chamber Pillar Awards Evening, Black Diamond Ranch
May 11 — Chamber Luncheon, Tuscany on the Meadow, Speaker: Rep. Ralph
Massullo, MD, Sponsor: Seven Rivers Presbyterian Church & School
May 17 — Chamber Mixer at Clawdaddy’s
June 8 — Chamber Luncheon, Citrus Hills, Speaker: FDEP Secretary Noah Valenstein;
Sponsor: Citrus County Education Foundation
June 21 — Chamber Mixer at Nature Coast Adventurer
June 22 — BWA Networking Breakfast, Citrus Hills (men invited!)
For more information on events, call 352-795-3149 or visit www.CitrusCountyChamber.com.

