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Promotional information provided by
the Citrus County Chamber of Commerce.

The Citrus County Chamber of Commerce is an organization of businesses
unified in efforts to advance the economic
growth of theregion, promote the interests
of the business community, provide key
leadership on key commerce issues and
preserve the county’s quality of life.

Chamber Connection
915 N. Suncoast Blvd., Crystal River, FL 34429 · 352-795-3149 · 106 W. Main St., Inverness, FL 34450 · 352-726-2801

Exciting changes for Mermaids & Margaritas!
T
he Citrus County
Chamber is once
again teaming up with
local artist and entrepreneur Eric Ducharme, The
Mertailor, on April 18th to
bring a one of a kind experience to Citrus County!
Presented by Eagle
Buick GMC, the 3rd Annual Mermaids & Margaritas Experience brings back
the awe and enchantment
of up close Mermaid encounters to inspire childhood wonder in guests of
all ages! 2020 also bring
some exciting changes to
our beloved Mermaids &
Margaritas. Now to be held
at the beautiful Hunter
Springs Park, this year’s
event will offer a more intimate and charming experience. From noon to 8 p.m.
live music will fill the air
as festival guests enjoy The
Mertailor’s mermaids, free
paddleboarding, frosty
margaritas, a beer & wine
garden, choice vendors, a
free kids zone, and more.
Advanced tickets only.
Available online at
EventBrite.com under
Mermaids and Margaritas
Experience. All attendees
will receive “Mer-Money”
to spend at local downtown “mer-chants.”
n VIP — $50 (Includes
access to VIP tent, food
and beverages, and preferred seating and parking)
n 21 and older are $20
n 12 to 20 years of age
are $10
n 11 and younger are
free

The Mertailor

accomplishments includes magical tail creations he has made for a diverse range of
“Some kids want to grow up to become fire- clients from well-known personality Lady
Gaga to Queens of RuPaul’s Drag Race.
fighters or superheros. I wanted to be a merMertailor mermaid tails have made appearman.” — Eric Ducharme
ances in movies, network TV shows such as
Eric began making his owns tails out of
Saturday Night Live, commercials, and
anything he could find. From garbage bags
and glue, to masking tape and the sheets off music videos including Kerli’s “Ferral
Heart” and T-Pain’s “I’m on a Boat”, to
his own bed, it was not uncommon to find
name just a few. But what Eric says is the
him somewhere wearing a mermaid tail.
He sewed his first fabric tails with a needle most special are his everyday customers.
Those men, women and children who
and thread.
After a few lessons from his Grandmother, dream about this curious and mythological
underwater world as he has done for as
Eric was soon using a sewing machine to
long as he can remember.
sew his tail creations. Eric was only 14
The excitement and happiness they expewhen he started his company making and
selling fabric mermaid tails. He called him- rience when they excitedly open their package from The Mertailor and see their tail
self “The Mertailor.”
for the first time.
Today, at the age of 27, Eric’s list of

R ecent R ibbon C uttings
March 17 — CF Corporate College: Business Networking; at the Chamber office in Crystal
River
March 19 — March Chamber Mixer; Hosted by the Art Center of Citrus County
April 3 — April Chamber Luncheon at Citrus Hills Golf & Country Club; Speaker: TBA; Luncheon Sponsor: Coping with Dementia
April 18 — Mermaids & Margaritas; Hunter Springs Park in Crystal River

The Chamber is growing every week. We welcome our new
members and thank them for joining the Chamber. We
encourage the community to patronize their businesses.

RAJ Supply

877-902-9417

For more information, call 352-795-3149; visit www.CitrusCountyChamber.com

Welcome, Rudy Aguiar, Jr, owner of RAJ Supply! RAJ specializes in the supply of MRO
(Maintenance, Repair & Operations) and PPE (Personal Protection Equipment) thru our
network of vendors and partnerships with various manufacturers. Our goal, as your
supply chain partner, is to directly support your company’s efforts in keeping your
bottom line at a minimum. We know that pricing isn’t always the end-all be-all of
purchasing, that’s why we are proud to say that along with our aggressive pricing, we
strive to offer quality service, guaranteed to exceed and in most cases raise the bar of
customer service as you know it. RAJ is able to provide a cost-effective solution to your
purchasing needs. We may be a small family owned company, but our combined
experience of almost 50 years allows us to operate with the knowledge that you would
normally see (or should see) from some of our much larger competitors. Take us for a
test drive and see why our customers choose to do business with us. Several
Ambassadors and Chamber Board members were on hand to assist with the Ribbon
Cutting. 6843 N Citrus Ave, Bldg 7, Ste W, Crystal River. www.RAJSupply.com

Friends of the Citrus County Library System

Watch the weekly Chamber Report show on
WYKE-TV to stay informed on Chamber
events, issues, and member spotlights. Chamber
Report is broadcast on Tuesdays, Saturdays, and
Sundays at 5:00 p.m. on Spectrum Channel 16 or
through LiveStream (www.livestream.com/watch
and search for “WYKE TV 47”).
This week, host Jade White, Chamber Public Relations and Communications Coordinator, talks with Robbie Platz of Local Boy Lawn
and Pest Control about what sets him apart
from other competitors, as well as Melissa Ash
and Maranda Nelson of Crystal River Country
Store to highlight their boutique and discuss
the many options they offer in their feed store
for farm and household animals. Finally, Travis Anderson with the Boys and Girls Clubs of
Citrus County joins to discuss their upcoming
Steak and Steak Fundraiser Dinner.

The Chamber recognizes our Legacy
Partners that have made a special investment in the Chamber to support the
programs and mission of the Chamber.
For information on becoming a Legacy
Partner, please contact the Chamber at
352-795-3149.

Maranda Nelson and
Melissa Ash

Robbie Platz and
Travis Anderson

Welcome, Friends of the Citrus County Library System (FOCCLS)! This was established
in 2001 when three Friends of the Library groups from Central Ridge, Coastal Region,
and Lakes Region libraries joined together. The Friends of the Floral City Library joined
the organization in January 2018. They accept donations of gently used books, CDs,
DVDs, puzzles and games all year long and manage the Book House, located centrally,
where donated books are sorted, priced, and packed for the major book sales in the
Spring and Fall at the Citrus County Auditorium. Donations can be dropped off at any
Citrus County branch library. Go to http://citruslibraries.org for hours and locations.
Ambassadors to assist with the Ribbon Cutting include Tom Ryan, Central Ridge
Insurers; Pam Cleary, Movement Mortgage; Missy Slanker, Sound Decisions; Shemane
Brambilla, Highland Place; Dennis Pfeiffer, Orkin Pest Control; and Mary Pericht,
Cadence Bank. www.FOCCLS.org

(352)634-1705 • htv.citrus@gmail.com
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